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Preston Manwill is a Postdoctoral Associate in the Laboratory of 
Professor Nadja Cech in the Department of Chemistry and 
Biochemistry at The University of North Carolina at Greensboro. He 
received his B.S. in biology with a minor in chemistry from Southern 
Utah University and his Ph.D. in pharmaceutical sciences from The 
Ohio State University, under the supervision of Dr. H. Liva 
Rakotondraibe. During his graduate research he employed natural 
products techniques to explore endophytic bacteria as an untapped 
source for drug discovery and to probe the structure-activity 

relationship of drimane sesquiterpenes against Aedes aegypti mosquitoes. 

As a postdoctoral researcher, he has applied mass spectrometry-based metabolomics and 
quantitative analytical techniques to study the chemistry of botanical dietary supplements. His 
analytical work has supported two multi-institutional cooperative agreements with the National 
Institutes of Health: The Center for High Content Functional Annotation of Natural Products and 
The Center of Excellence for Natural Product-Drug Interaction Research. He is interested in 
unraveling the science of botanicals to drive drug discovery from plant sources and to 
investigate the safety and efficacy of botanical dietary supplements. 
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