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Jo Barnes is a Professor in Herbal Medicines in the School of Pharmacy at the University of 
Auckland, New Zealand. She graduated with a BPharm (Hons) from the University of 
Nottingham, trained as a pharmacist in the United Kingdom, and completed her Ph.D. at the 
University of London. She moved to New Zealand as an Associate Professor in the School of 
Pharmacy at the University of Auckland in 2005, and subsequently registered as a pharmacist 
in New Zealand. Previously, she held academic positions at the Centre for Pharmacognosy 
and Phytotherapy in the School of Pharmacy at the University of London and the Department 
of Complementary Medicine in the Postgraduate Medical School at the University of Exeter. 
Dr. Barnes received a professional certificate in pharmacovigilance and 
pharmacoepidemiology from the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine and was 
elected Fellow of the Linnean Society of London and of the International Society of 

Pharmacovigilance. She is an herbal medicine safety signal reviewer for the Uppsala Monitoring Centre, which runs 
the World Health Organisation’s Programme for International Drug Monitoring, and has held various roles in the 
International Society of Pharmacovigilance She has published several books on herbal medicines, most recently an 
edited book on Pharmacovigilance for Herbal and Traditional Medicines and the fourth edition of Fundamentals of 
Pharmacognosy and Phytotherapy with former colleagues from the University of London. 
 
Dr. Barnes’ key research interest is in pharmacovigilance (science and activities in drug safety monitoring) and 
pharmacoepidemiology in relation to herbal medicines and developing new methods to identify safety issues with 
these products. She has undertaken research exploring pharmacists’ professional practices and consumer behavior 
with respect to herbal medicines/natural health products, including their respective roles in pharmacovigilance for 
these products. Her work bridges the disciplines of pharmacovigilance/pharmacoepidemiology, clinical 
pharmacognosy, and pharmacy practice/health services research. 
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