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" Margherita T. Cantorna, Ph.D., received her undergraduate degree in Chemistry
from the University of lllinois and her Ph.D. in Medical Microbiology and
Immunology from the University of Wisconsin. In 1998, she joined the faculty of

' the Penn State University (PSU) College of Agricultural Sciences, where she is
now a Distinguished Professor. She is a recognized expert on vitamin D and
inflammatory bowel disease (IBD), with her lab having been the first to describe
and characterize the mechanisms by which vitamin D modulates experimental
IBD, mucosal immunology, gastrointestinal infection, and multiple sclerosis. In
2012, she received the Osborne and Mendel Award from the American Society of
Nutrition for her early work on these interactions.

é

Dr. Cantorna is interested in environmental regulators of immunity and has studied dietary iron,
edible mushrooms, vitamin D, and vitamin A. She has directed two different graduate programs, one
in Nutrition and the other in Immunology and Infectious Diseases. Dr. Cantorna chaired the Center
for Molecular Immunology and Infectious Diseases from 2010 to 2019. Currently, Dr. Cantorna
serves on the executive committee for the Vitamin D workshop; co-directs a T32 Physiological
Adaptations to Stress graduate student training grant; and serves as an editor for the Journal of
Nutritional Biochemistry. She has long been interested in promoting inclusion and she has served on
the Minority Affairs committees for the Federation of American Societies for Experimental Biology,
the American Association of Immunology, and the American Society for Nutrition. She is a founding
member of the advocacy group Leading Advocacy and Action for a Diverse Leadership at PSU and
serves on the Presidents Commission for Women.
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